
Lesson Plans   

Unit- “Behind the Scenes”  

Week of: 3/28-4/1        Teacher: L. Chatman        Subject/Grade: ELA/7th  
 

W.7.4-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
RL.7.9-Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same 
RI.7.9-Analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by 
RI.7.1-Cite several pieces of relevant textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
RI.7.1-Cite several pieces of relevant textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as  
RI.7.2-Determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze their development over the course of the text;  
RI.7.4-Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and 

Date  We Will…  Lesson/Agenda  I Will…  
Monday- Lesson 2 • Answer clarifying 

questions 

• Identify claims the 

author makes 

1) Complete comprehensive questions 

2) Identify claims made about slavery by the 

author 

Rewrite one claim in my own words 

so that the author’s claim about 

slavery is clear. 

Tuesday-Lesson 3 Determine the author’s theme 1) Read “The People Could Fly” 

2) Create a list of character descriptors and 

actions 

3) Discussion questions about the text 

4) Write a theme statement 

Construct a theme statement for the 

text “The People Could Fly” 

Wednesday-Lesson 4 Analyze similarities and 

differences in ideas, message, and 

purpose of the two narrative texts. 

1)  Share theme statements from “The People Could 

Fly”  

2) Complete H-Chart comparing/contrasting ideas 

about slavery in the two text “The People Could 

Fly” and Keckley’s Preface 

3) What purpose do each author have for writing 

their text? 

Write a brief compare/contrast piece of 

argumentative writing.  



Thursday-Lesson 5 Compare the author’s message with 

that of “The People Could Fly” 

1) Read Ch. 1 of “Behind the Scenes” 

2) Answer questions about the chapter on word 

meaning and the author’s message. 

Explain what message is the author 

developing by using this imagery 

(include text evidence) 

Friday-Lesson 6 Paraphrase the author’s claims 

related to slavery. 

1) Complete Slavery Claim Chart Choose one sentence containing a 

claim about slavery from my Slavery 

Claim Chart and explain it thoroughly. 

 


